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Is this a Key Decision*?             No 
 
 

1 What is the report about? 
 

1.1. The Decision Paper reports on the outcome of the consultation held between    
17 November 2021 and 5 January 2022 on Cheshire West and Chester’s 
proposed school admission arrangements for the school year commencing 
September 2023, in order that arrangements can be determined by 28 February 
2022 which is the year preceding admission, in accordance with statutory 
requirements. 

 
1.2. The determined admission arrangements for Cheshire West and Chester 

community and voluntary controlled schools will apply with effect from September 
2023 subject to any review. 

 
2 Recommendation 
 
 Cabinet is asked to: 
 

i. approve the proposed admission arrangements 2023/24 as detailed in 
Appendix 1 to the report; and 
 

ii. approve the proposed PAN reduction for The Arches Community Primary 
School to 30. 

 
3 Reasons for the Recommendation 

 

3.1  This year we have consulted on one change to the school admission 
arrangements as detailed below with a summary of the consultation responses: 

 

• To reduce the PAN at The Arches Community Primary School from 45 to 
30.  

 

There were 2 responses to this proposal expressing their support for the change:  
 



        

- There are currently many places in schools across Blacon to meet the needs 
of all of the children, even with The Arches having a PAN of 30. 

 
- The Arches have been trying to reduce their PAN for many years as it is very 

difficult for them to manage in terms of numbers and staffing. 
 

A further 3 responses were received with no view regarding the changes. 

 

3.2 The local authority must determine its arrangements by the 28 February 2022. 
The consultation has not identified any concerns, therefore the recommendation 
is to authorise the proposal to reduce the schools’ PAN. 

 
4 Report Details 
 
4.1 Under the provisions of the Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998, the 

School Admissions Regulations 2012 and the School Admissions Code, 
September 2021, local authorities are required to consult all schools, 
neighbouring local authorities and parents of children between the ages of two 
and eighteen about their proposed admission arrangements for the 2023/24 
academic year by 31 January 2022 and to determine their arrangements by 28 
February 2022. 

 
4.2 The consultation has met the statutory requirements as detailed in the School 

Admissions Code. The consultation commenced on the 17 November 2021. It 
has been documented on the Local Authority website during the consultation 
period. 

 
4.3 An e-mail was sent to all schools in the Borough and neighbouring local 

authorities, these included web links to the consultation documentation as well as 
posts on social media. 

 
 Proposed Admission Arrangements 2023/24 
 
4.4 The change proposed for the local authority school admission arrangements for 

2023/24 is: 
 

- To reduce the PAN at The Arches Community Primary School from 45 to 30. 
 
Co-ordinated Admissions Scheme 2023/24 

 
4.5 The statutory and non-statutory co-ordination dates have been updated in 

accordance with the School Admissions Code and School Admission Appeals 
Code. 

 
4.6 There are no changes proposed to the LA’s co-ordinated scheme. 

 
5 How does the decision contribute to the Council’s Plan? 

 
5.1 To safeguard and encourage our children and young people to secure their well-

being and develop the skills and opportunities they need to build positive futures. 
To make the best use of our resources to provide high quality services which 
deliver value for money and get things right first time. 



        

 
5.2 To ensure that our families, children and young people are supported to get the 

best start in life. 
 
6 How does the decision contribute to Closer Working with Partners? 

 
6.1  The consultation has been circulated with schools, the Catholic and Church of 

England Diocese, wider communities, social media and other local authorities to 
inform of the proposed changes and to gather feedback. 

 
7 What will it cost? 
 
7.1  There are no cost implications associated with the report recommendations. The 

current funding mechanisms for schools from the Dedicated Schools Grant and 
other grant funding will continue to apply and schools are aware of the need to 
plan ahead for changes in pupil numbers and associated funding. The 
recommendation to reduce the PAN for The Arches Primary School will enable 
the school to manage their financial position more effectively. 

 
8 What are the legal aspects? 

 
8.1  The authority has a duty to comply with the mandatory requirements imposed by 

the School Admissions Code (or by statutory provisions). The Code is made 
under section 84 of the SSFA 1998. 

 
8.2  It is a mandatory requirement that local authorities determine a scheme by 28 

February 2022 for co-ordinating the admission arrangements for maintained 
schools within their area and with other English local authorities. 

 
8.3 Admission arrangements must be determined by 28 February 2022 and 

authorities must, within 14 days of determination, give notice in writing to all 
consultees.  Local authorities must also, by 15 March in the determined year, 
publish on their websites the determined arrangements for all community and 
voluntary controlled schools: 

 
(a) The fact that the determined admission arrangements for all schools in 

the area of the authority, and 
 
(b) A statement of a parent’s right of objection to the School Adjudicator for 

maintained schools, and the Secretary of State for Academies, along with 
where to submit the objection to, the date by which this should happen 
and how to access further assistance from the local authority in making 
objections. 

 
The documents will be available on the authority’s website and for 
inspection in the local authority offices (and in any other areas considered 
appropriate). 

 
 
 
 
 



        

9 What risks are there and how can they be reduced? 
 

9.1 If the local authority does not determine its school admission arrangements 
before 28 February 2022, it will be in breach of its statutory duty to comply with 
the provisions of the School Admissions Code. If the local authority does not 
notify the Secretary of State that it has adopted a co-ordinated scheme by 28 
February 2022, the Secretary of State may impose one 

 
10 What is the impact of the decision on Health Inequalities and Equality and 

Diversity issues? 
 

10.1  The School Admissions Code actively promotes equality and diversity and fair 
access to educational opportunity for all. The local authority in determining its 
admission arrangements must ensure that it is compliant with the requirements of 
the School Admissions Code 2021.    

 
11 What are the implications of the decision on Climate Change?  
 
11.1 The local authority ensures its admission arrangements are fair and transparent 

as required by the School Admissions Code. A review has been conducted and 
there are sufficient school places across the 5 primary schools to accommodate 
all children within the Blacon area, this also minimises the requirement for 
transportation. Therefore the decision to reduce the admission number for The 
Arches Community Primary School does not have a negative impact on climate 
change. 

 
12 Are there any other options? 

 
12.1 No other options have been identified as a result of the public consultation 

exercise. 
 
 
 
For further information: 
 
Cabinet Member:  Councillor Robert Cernik 
Officer:     Janine Smart 
Tel:     01244 972413 
Email:     janine.smart@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 
 
 
Background Documents: School Admissions Code 2020 which can be accessed at: 

www.education.gov.uk 
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